
                            

                                
“Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name,  

and we tried to stop him because he is not following us.” 
 Mark 9:38 

 

           

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  L o rd ’ s  Da y  
 

September 30, 2018 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Gathering Music                                                                                                    Ruth Brown 
 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome               
  
Prelude                                              Andante Religioso                             Felix Mendelssohn 
 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship                                                                                            
Jesus has said, “I am the way.” 

And so we come to follow Jesus. 

Jesus said, “I am the truth.” 

And so we come to dwell in the light of his truth. 

Jesus said, “I am the life for you.” 

And so we come to find what we need in Him. 

 



 

 

Hymn 401                                               Gather Us In                                   GATHER US IN 
First and Last Verses Only 

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession 

    Loving God, in you we find the hope of belonging, the offer of welcome, the discovery of 

peace. Further, it is our joy to share what we have found with many others. So we pray, 

protect us from ourselves when we neglect to invite people along or forget to include them. 

Make us aware of the selfish things we think and do. And help us to do better. Forgive us 

and guide us to amend our lives, that we may cover others with the same love that covers 

us in the name of Christ. 

Amen. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Response Hymn 437        You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy!      WAYFARING STRANGER                   

   
All sit 

Passing of the Peace 
                         By words and gestures, we share signs of peace and reconciliation. 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

   

Psaltery Reading                                                                                                      Psalm 124  

If the Lord had not been on our side, now may Israel say : if the Lord had not been on  

                                      our side, when men rose up against us, 

Then they would have swallowed us alive : when their anger was kindled against us. 

Then the waters would have overwhelmed us, and the torrent gone over us : the raging 

waters would have gone clean over us. 

But praised be the Lord : who has not given us as a prey to their teeth. 

We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler : the snare is broken, and we 

have gone free. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord : who has made heaven and earth.  

 

Anthem                             Turn Thee Again, O Lord           Thomas Atwood/Ed. Gerald Near 

  
Please Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                         Mark 9:38-41 

John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we 

tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for 

no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of 

me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of 

water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 

 
All Sit 

Sermon                           An Eye, An Axe, a Cup of Cold Water             Matthew Covington 
 

 

 

 

This psalm praises 

God for protection 

against our 

enemies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The pursuit of truth 

includes being 

honest about 

ourselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Disciples are 

concerned about an 

unauthorized 

exorcist. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 793                  O Christ, the Healer                          ERHALT UNS HERR 

 

Affirmation of Faith (Unison)                                    From The Iona Abbey Worship Book 

We are not alone. We live in God’s world. We believe in God: Who has created 

and is always creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and 

make new, who works with us and others by the Spirit. We trust in God. We are 

called to be the church, to celebrate God’s presence, to live faithfully with one 

another, to keep to what is right, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and 

our hope. In life and death, and in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not 

alone. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Offering 

 

Offertory                           Lord God of Abraham, from Elijah                  Felix Mendelssohn  

                                                       Sam Tuggle, baritone   

 

All Stand  

Doxology  
                Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

     Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

     Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

     Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 645         Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above       MIT FREDEN ZART          

 

Benediction 
                                                        

Postude                                                     March in G                                               J. Cramer 
********************************************************************************* 

                      
 
 
WELCOME VISITORS! We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex or on 
the table on the right in the downstairs entrance hall.  Ushers will be standing by to help you find them. Always know 
that a cordial greeting is extended by ministers, officers, and congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to accept online donations. 

Just go to the website below and fill out the simple form. Donations 

can also be made from your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR 

code, right.  

https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/ online-donations/ 

The Church in the 

world joins in doing 

the Lord’s work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3¢ a Meal  

 

Next Week:   

Sheriff’s Good 

Samaritan Fund 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/%20online-donations/


 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
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Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Bigler family and friends 

LAY READER:  Rocky Cooper 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  Barbara Solberg-Hale, Matt Hunt        

NURSERY ATTENDANTS: Alisia Mosley and Kimberly Watkins 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com    

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, October 7:  Job 1:1; 2:1–10; Psalm 26; Hebrews 1:1–4; 2:5–12; Mark 10:2–16. 
 

SAM TUGGLE is a graduate of South Warren High School.  He is a Junior at WKU where he is pursuing a Music Performance 

Degree.  A student of Dr. Wayne Pope, Sam is active in the opera program, the WKU Chorale and the Redshirts.  
 

TODAY 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week will be Judy Whitson and Sally Calkins. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  843-4707. 
 

WHAT ARE OUR CHILDREN LEARNING?  Matthew 4:18-22 and Jesus calling the Disciples is what our Preschool class 

learned this morning.  Godly Play children heard about Noah's Ark and the Flood from Genesis 6-8.  God Saves the People 

(Exodus 12:33-42) was explored in the 4th and 5th grade group.  Ask your children: where did they hear God speaking to them 

in their Sunday school lessons today? Read the scriptures together and talk about how God wants us to learn and grow.   
 

YOUTH continue with their study of Love:  from 2 Samuel 9 and The Riskiness of Love. 

 

Announcements  (continued) 
 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Financial Administrator 

Director of Christian Education 

Youth Ministry 

Terry Johnson 

Leslee Kirkconnell 

David Clarke 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center Dana Patterson 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Children’s Music Ellie Osborne 

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Our church Elders:  Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale, Fred Higgins, Brad Howard, Matt Hunt, John Kernohan, 

Stuart Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, David Sears, Diane Simmons, David Thomison, Denny Wedge.   

Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, Sally Calkins, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Cathey Green, Jean Harris, Melody 

Harper, Wayne Hendrix, Ann Rudolph Humphrey, Linda Leigh, Nathan Love, Tom MacMillin, Marilyn Mattingly, David Muffett, 

Ken Royse, Susan Thomison, Debbie Trickey, and Judy Whitson. 

 

 

     Calendar 
 

      Sunday, September 30 

  8:30 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship 

  9:00 a.m.  Children’s Music 

  9:30 a.m.  Sunday School 

  10:30 a.m. Worship 

 Monday, October 1 

  11:00 a.m. Circle 3 

7:00 p.m.  Bible Study     

Tuesday, October 2 

11:00 a.m. Special Care 

7:00 p.m.  Deacons 

 Wednesday, October 3 

7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir 

   

      

 

 
      

 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/
mailto:arfranpe@msn.com


THE FLOYD HAYES ELLIS CLASS will meet in Fellowship Hall at 9:30 each Sunday until the elevator is repaired.  Join 

us for coffee/light breakfast fellowship beginning at 8:30am and stay for class.  The discussion of The Apostle's Creed for 

Today continues.  
 

3 CENTS A MEAL COLLECTION is TODAY during worship!  Our children and youth will come around with our big cans 

to collect your gifts of coins, bills and checks.  3 Cents per meal adds up - $8.10 is an individual total per quarter, but we are 

grateful for any and all gifts!  One third stays to help our Food Pantry, the remainder helps the Presbyterian Hunger Program.  3 

Cents Collection is in lieu of Buck in a Basket today.   
 

THE FALL CRAFT GROUP left this morning for Montreat.  Pictures and updates will be posted to our Facebook page.  They 

will return on Friday October 5.   
 

COMING UP SOON:   
A ROUND TABLE PULPIT study continues tomorrow evening, 7:00pm in the Conference Room (Fellowship Hall if the 

elevator is nonfunctional).  Join this lively discussion and exploration of the following Sunday's lectionary passages (see list 

each Sunday in the bulletin).  Matthew Covington is leading and all are welcome to join us!   
 

YOUTH AND FALL FESTIVAL:  October 28th-- The youth group will be in the Fellowship Hall from 4:30-6:00pm. Come 

along and enjoy our festival. Bring along your pets and have a fun-filled afternoon. 
 

SEASON OF PEACE.  September and early October are the Season of Peace, sponsored by the Presbyterian Church 

U.S.A.  We observe this by collecting the Peace and Global Witness Offering on World Communion Sunday (next week).  25% 

of our gifts stays here at the Presbyterian Church for Peacemaking efforts locally.  25% stays with our Presbytery and the 

remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advance peace and justice globally.  Envelopes will be in the 

pews on October 7.   
 

COMMUNITY WIDE STUDY.  Beginning Thursday October 11, we are sponsoring the study  'Reclaiming Jesus:  Civil 

Discourse.'  This will meet off-site, 600 State Street,  7:00-8:30pm.  We will explore why and how Civil Discourse is important 

over five Thursdays.  We urge you to attend and invite friends and neighbors.  Leaders include Tim Leigh, Larry Gildersleeve 

and Matthew Covington.   
 

CIRCLES  CIRCLE 3 will meet on Monday, October 1st at Village Manor at 11:00am. CIRCLE 9 will meet on Monday, 

October  8th at 11:30am.  The TUESDAY EVENING CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, October 9th at 7:00pm. The SUNDAY 

CIRCLE will meet on Sunday, October 14th at 9:30am at the church. 

 

SAFE SANCTUARY WORKSHOPS.  For ALL who work with our children and youth.  Sunday October 7, immediately 

following worship (lunch provided) or Tuesday October 7, 6:30pm, in the Conference Room.  All working with children/youth 

must attend one workshop (if you did so in the last 18 months, you are done for now).  Specific invitations have been issued, 

but ALL in our congregation are urged to attend, because being a safe place for ALL God's children is EVERYONE'S 

responsibility.  Please see Leslee Kirkconnell with questions.  RSVP's needed for the October 7 so lunch hospitality will be 

abundant.   
 

CHRISTMAS MARKETPLACE PLANNING TEAM meeting, Sunday October 14, 11:30am in Fellowship Hall. Lunch 

provided.  Two months and counting!  Shannon Dyche will be happy to answer questions.   
 

ROOM IN THE INN VOLUNTEER TRAINING. Sunday October 21 we will hold a special training (lunch included, please 

RSVP) for all who volunteer with Room in the Inn (everyone in the congregation is welcome however!).  Sarah Major from 

Uspiritus will be here to help us understand how what happens to us in our early lives can affect us as adults.  Since many of 

our guests and friends have experienced possibly severe trauma in childhood or beyond, this training is very important to help 

us be the best hosts possible.  Please RSVP to Leslee Kirkconnell, who will also be happy to answer questions.   
 

CHILI COOK-OFF AND BAKE SALE:  Sunday, November 4th at 11:30--come along and taste some great chili                        

and delicious baked goods and have some fellowship after the Sunday service.  We need our great chefs to bring                                    

their best chili!  Bakers needed for their delicious dessert treats!  Sign up with our Perfect Potluck: 

https://perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=QJQE6000&welcome=1 or call the office.  ALL PROCEEDS to benefit our Youth 

Montreat Conference next summer! For more information speak to David Clarke. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=QJQE6000&welcome=1


CAMP LOUCON:  The dates and times have been released for the youth trip to camp Loucon. It will be from the 9th-11th of 

November and forms are available from David Clarke.  We are hoping to bring our youth along to this gathering. The hope is 

to use this as a way to continue in our partnership with Franklin Presbyterian. For more information speak to David Clarke. 
 

OTHER NEWS:  
MAGAZINES NEEDED!  The Christian Education program needs some good magazines for various activities - Smithsonian, 

Travel, Cooking, anything that can be used by children and youth for projects.  We have a good number of National Geographic 

already, and need other categories.  You never know what a project might require.  Please bring to the office for Leslee 

Kirkconnell.  
 

THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE is still seeking volunteers to help us prepare the sanctuary for worship each week.  The tasks 

involve straightening the sanctuary, putting out the correct color of paraments, and being sure that the necessary cards in the pew 

racks are in place. This job wouldn’t involve too much time (maybe 30 minutes on a Thursday or Friday), and Tom Moody would 

provide an orientation for the work.  This is a wonderful way to help make our worship even more meaningful each week.  If 

you’re willing to help, please contact Rob Hale (Worship Chair) at rchale@gmail.com or 270-202-5148. 
 

GALLERY HOP:  Our next Gallery Hop takes place Friday, October 11, from 5:00-8:00pm in Fellowship Hall. We will enjoy 

a new photography exhibit by the Sunny 16 Camera Club. Please join us! 
 

OCTOBER, NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER - Buck in a Basket will go to support the Deacon's Fund, which seeks to be 

of financial help to members and others who have an immediate need.   
 

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE is helping with the impact from Hurricane Florence.  There is always a need 

for additional funding when disaster strikes.  You may give to the church, please put 'Florence relief' in the memo line or you 

can go to the PCUSA website, https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000169/ and give directly.   
 

SEEKING DONATIONS OF INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED CANDY for us to stuff in our treat bags for the Downtown 

Halloween on Saturday October 27.  Please bring to the office by October 20.  If you would like to help us pass out the bags 

and be a smiling presence for that event, see Leslee Kirkconnell. 
 

SHERIFF’S GOOD SAMARITAN FUND At Christmas, the Warren County Sheriff’s office gives $100 bills to people they 

know to be in need. Our church has agreed to help fund this effort.  
 

FROM SEEDS TO BLOOMS:  Our current Art exhibit features works by Shannon Dyche, Myra Dwyer, Bud Schlinker, and 

Diane Simmons.  See it in the Fellowship Hall gallery, M-Th 8:30am to 4:30pm; Friday and Sunday ‘til noon. This exhibit 

closes October 11th.  
 

THE CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER GROUP meets on the second and fourth Fridays of each month at 10:30am. The second 

Friday meetings will be at the church, and the fourth Friday meetings will be at the Gramlings’ home at 118 Greyrock Drive. 

 

 
 

 

We express our sympathy to Dana and Chris Patterson for the death of Chris’ mother, 

Virginia Patterson, who died September 21, 2018. 

mailto:rchale@gmail.com
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000169/

